
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          November 26, 2017 
  
CHRIST  THE  KING – REIGN  OF  CHRIST 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 150 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I have very decided preferences as to what is 
acceptable and unacceptable about my life.  I eagerly embrace 
what I consider acceptable, and ignore what is not.  This puts 
me at odds with you, since you do not ignore anything.  I have 
a habit of not thinking about my relationship with you, but 
when I do think of me and you I tend to think of you only as my 
advocate, which you are, but in a way that also has you as my 
opponent.  You love and support me by being assertive in 
opposing my inclination to ignore what distresses me.  I was 
not raised to think of you this way.  I expect you to go along 
with my proclivity to ignore something, not to oppose me by 
returning it to my awareness.  It turns out that you are actually 
my adversary—you refuse to let me dispose of elements of my 
life I see as valueless, but you see as valuable.  In this contest 
between us you are the victor, for I continue to be disturbed by 
things I have long tried to throw away.  I never succeed at 
ridding myself of what disturbs me since your persistence is 
irrepressible.  Help me mature so I can perceive you as loving 
and supporting me in this way. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 25:31-46 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for December 3, 2017  
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lesson is #3.  Pam Novelly is the Leader.  Mary 
Hanna is the hostess. 
 Advent begins next Sunday, and during the Seasons of Advent 
and Christmas we are invited to bring seasonal foods that are 
associated with these seasons and that come from our family 
tradition. 
 Shall we have a potluck on December 17th? 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Richard Egan and Rizky Thomas. 
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The Love of God 
In Christianity, the primary characteristic of God is love. What we 
think this means matters a great deal, because what we think it 
means determines how we believe the love of God is manifest in 
our lives. I suggest that virtually everyone thinks of the love of God 
as a feeling, and believes God’s love manifests itself in our lives by 
our feeling loved or having positive regard our ourselves. This belief 
works its way into our culture in the form of a bias or partiality that 
favors feeling “good” in the many forms that takes, “up,” “positive,” 
“optimistic,” and “enthusiastic” being examples. We unconsciously 
and automatically prefer these experiences, and do not recognize 
that by doing so we are victimized by our culture’s prejudice toward 
feeling “good.” So pervasive is this bias that we rarely notice how it 
diminishes our experience of our own lives. “Good” is an evaluation, 
which has the effect of focusing our curiosity and interest onto 
certain things, and diverting our curiosity and interest away from 
many other things. 
 
It would be more useful to think of God’s love as an activity. God is 
always loving us by the cultivation and support of cognition—the 
mental activity of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 
thought, experience, and the senses. God loves us by bringing us 
such things as “awareness,” “perception,” “sensitivity,” and 
“consciousness.” The love of God has nothing to do with how we 
feel, and everything to do with being aware of how we feel. We 
know God loves us because insights form, awareness expands, 
perception deepens, sensitivity heightens, and consciousness 
unfolds. As God’s love for us works its way in us, we are introduced 
to components of our life that to us “feel” both “good” and “bad,” 
and this is by way of our being given the opportunity to become 
familiar with them and understand them. God’s covenant with us is 
not that we will “feel good,” but that we will be given the fullness 
of our own life. This involves being introduced to elements of our 
life from which we are disconnected and don’t particularly want or 
enjoy [redemption], which keeps us safe from wearing out by 
constantly seeking to be someone we think we should be or want 
to be rather than are [salvation]. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-17]  
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CHRIST  THE  KING / REIGN  OF  CHRIST    [Matt. 25:31-46] 
 We tend to read this story as describing what will happen at the 
end of our life, and as telling us what to do while we are alive to 
impact what happens at that time. Reading it in this way is to 
interpret it from the Moral Sense of Scripture. We will not be 
reading it in this way. Instead we will read it as describing what God 
is doing while we are alive to lead us into the fullest human life 
possible for us. Reading the text in this way is to interpret it from 
the Anagogical Sense of Scripture. As we do so we will internalize 
this text so that it is describing something that is happening inside 
us in the present. 

In this text a “being” called the Son of Man comes/appears: 
“When the Son of Man comes….” The “Son of Man” is a figure 
found in mythology at the time of the writing of the New 
Testament. In mythology when a “being” appears it means that 
something is happening, and the “being” is understood as the 
agent of its happening. The appearance of the Son of Man indicates 
that change is underway, usually a significant change: something is 
ending and something else is beginning. In our time we do not 
express this idea in this same way. Rather than a “being” appearing 
we would say an insight dawns or a realization appears, and that 
realization initiates a significant change in the way we see, 
experience or understand ourselves. Something is entering our 
awareness that does not match our customary self-concept, and it 
results in our no longer being able to see ourselves in the same 
way. 
 What appears in our awareness is described in the text as the 
“least” [in size, amount, dignity, etc.]. These components of our 
personality are described metaphorically as “the hungry, the 
thirsty, a stranger, the naked, the sick, and those in prison.” These 
are rudiments [an undeveloped or immature part] of our 
personality that are famished for, crave and thirst for our attention, 
that are foreign or alien to us, that are feeble, and/or that are 
repressed and hidden away from us. The appearance of these in 
our awareness is a sign—a time of significant change is beginning. 
An older way of understanding and experiencing ourselves is 

coming to an end and a newer and different way of understanding 
and experiencing ourselves is emerging. 
 Using an image we have used often, that of an internal table 
around which different components of our personality gather and 
discuss how to best live our life: the coming of the Son of Man 
concerns new arrivals at our table and the consequent expansion of 
our internal self-talk. Today’s text is concerned with our response 
to this arrival of the “least.” Any time the “least” arrive we find we 
are not of one mind about including around the table that which has 
come to awareness.  In the text this is referred to as two groups 
forming in response to the appearance of the “least:” 1) the sheep, 
the righteous, those on the right hand; and 2) the goats, the 
accursed, those on the left hand. As we can tell by the descriptions, 
these groups are “weighted” differently according to their response 
to the “least.” We will be tempted to make one of these groups right 
and the other wrong. It would be more accurate to say that both of 
these groups form in response to the appearance of the “least.” 

The sheep, the righteous, those on the right hand would be the 
components of our personality able to approach the “least” in an 
equitable and fair manner. Using the metaphors from the text, 
these are the components of ourselves who feed and nourish the 
“least” [food and drink], who welcome and take them seriously, 
who protect them [clothe], and attend to them [take care of and 
visit]. The text indicates that God is on the side of the “least,” 
working to include the newcomers at our table. God supports and 
maintains any components of our personality that encourage the 
“least.” God blesses them, holds them in the hands of God’s power, 
and keeps them vital [eternal life]. 

The goats, the accursed, those on the left hand would be the 
components of our personality that pay no attention to the “least,” 
who ignore the least and even shun them. These components of us 
are “accursed” ... are sent “into the eternal fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels,” and are sent “into eternal punishment.” If we 
look at the Greek words involved in these descriptions they have 
the following meaning—whatever about us shuns the “least” is 
doomed to be thwarted by God who will 1) deliver them into the 
unpleasant experience of being constantly distressed by the 



malicious and judgmental nature of their own attitude toward the 
least, and 2) deliver them into the perpetual torment of always 
being disgraced and humiliated by the endurance and persistence 
of the “least.” When we think of the experience of being 
“constantly distressed by the malicious and judgmental nature of 
our own attitude,” and of “always being disgraced and humiliated 
by the endurance and persistence of” the elements of ourselves 
that we do not want, we realize we live in this state much of the 
time, which means that much of the time we are under the 
influence of the components of our life described as “the goats, the 
accursed, and those on the left hand.” 

The issue for us is to notice that we have both sides operating in 
us with regard to anything that emerges in awareness which does 
not match our customary self-concept. If God is seeking to expand 
and increase our internal self-talk, then the need is to hear from 
both the approving and the disapproving sides regarding the 
emerging “least.” If this does not happen, nothing new that 
emerges in awareness can be integrated and freely participate 
around our internal table. The temptation generally is to make the 
approving side of us right and the disapproving side wrong, in 
which case the disapproving side will join the ranks of the “least” 
and will no longer easily participate in our self-talk. The text tells us 
that God supports those components of us that approve the “least” 
and frustrates the components that disapprove the “least.”  Being 
frustrated makes the disapproving side talk more and talk louder, 
and by doing so they inform us as to why they are against what is 
emerging. This is the information we need to know if something 
new is to be integrated and participate fully in our self-talk. We 
need to understand why the “least” should not participate so we 
can appreciate our resistance to them. 

As an illustration, let’s use “self-hating thoughts.” We all have 
self-hating thoughts, and we all dislike them and run from them. 
They are truly the “least.” It is necessary for these to surface in our 
awareness in order for us to become familiar with what they are. 
They are self-hating thoughts; they are not the truth about us, and 
should not be given any special weight. But because we hate them, 
and fear the pain they inflict on us, we run from them. By our doing 

so they dominate us when they surface. God will keep our self-
hating thoughts alive, and will frustrate our efforts to ignore and 
destroy them. In this way we learn to become familiar with them 
and to let them be thoughts not facts. And, we learn why we hate 
them and fear them so. All of these voices participating in our self-
talk allow us to integrate our self-hating thoughts so that they 
control us less, disrupt us less and become useful to us. 

God’s intent is to expand our self-talk and make it more 
representative of the person we actually are. To that end, we are 
continually introduced to components of our personality we have 
not integrated, and as these appear we find we take sides for and 
against them. God advocates for these “least” by supporting what 
welcomes them and frustrating what wants to ignore them, 
allowing us to become better acquainted with both. In this way, the 
number of those who sit around our internal table increases. 

The “least” do not go away. They don’t because God is their 
advocate. The aspect of God on which we focus when we look at 
God through the lens of the Second Person of the Trinity, which we 
commonly call Christ, is the aspect of God which introduces us to 
our least. This aspect of God is king, and reigns supreme over 
anything we place in the way of its work of introducing us to our 
least. Today is “Christ the King” Sunday, and on this Sunday the 
church remembers where we are being led, particularly by this 
aspect of God—the expansion of our self-talk by increasing the 
number of participants at our internal table. The aspect of God 
which initiates this expansion, reigns. 

[Jim Robie, 11-23-17, Christ the King, Cycle A., Matt. 25:31-46] 
 


